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Jay,
 
Our office is attempting to document land use activities in greater sage-grouse habitat in Utah.
 Could you give us some direction about which habitat map would be advisable for that purpose?
 When I called, Diane said you were on the other line but gave me your name as the wildlife biologist
 for sage-grouse.
 
We’re trying to understand exactly what parts of Utah the Fish and Wildlife Service considers likely
 to have new restrictions if there is an ESA listing. We wonder whether to expect protections
 affecting land use in potential or historic habitat outside of the currently occupied range in Utah.
 
As you can see in the attached map, we have shapefiles for current and historic range from the U.S.
 Fish and Wildlife Service’s 2015 status review and Schroeder (2004). From Utah’s Division of Wildlife
 Resources, we have shapefiles for leks, state Sage-Grouse Management Areas (SGMAs), and habitat
 (winter, occupied, brood). We’re trying to decide which of these layers or what combination of
 them best represents where land use could be impacted by a greater sage-grouse listing.
 
I look forward to hearing from you.
                                                                                                                                                                 
Thanks,
Levi
 
 
Levi Pace, PhD
Research Analyst
Bureau of Economic and Business Research
David Eccles School of Business
University of Utah
801-587-9890 (office)
801-674-9979 (cell)
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